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Opponents, Liberal & Conservative, the same honesty of purpose
wh she wld fain believe actuates him ; viz : the desire of all good
men of all parties to benefit Ireland as well as England & so preserve
the Union of the Countries though they differ as to the mode in
which they should be effected. It strikes the Queen always that
one can only respect those who from conscientious conviction feel
bound to separate from those they have hitherto acted with &
which must be so painful to their feelings.
1325 (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) I, 155-6.)
HAWARDEN CASTLE. July 8. 1886.
Mr. Gladstone with his humble duty, and with reference to his
last letter, humbly points out that it contained no assumption
that the Irish Vote would outweigh the Liberal defections, or
return a majority for the Government, but rather even the
reverse.
It was after writing that letter that Mr. Gladstone completed
the perusal of the speech by Mr. Bright, and thus found that the
compliment he had desired to pay to that excellent man was,
unhappily, not deserved on either point.
Your Majesty will be glad to learn that Mr. Gladstone has
expressly and repeatedly recognised, as Your Majesty so justly
desires, the same honesty in his opponents as Your Majesty would
fain believe actuates him. But these recognitions are lost in the
length of his interminable speeches, which it cannot be expected
that anyone should read. Mr. Gladstone makes bold to say that he
is not aware of ever having, for a generation past, impeached the
motives of his opponents, whatever descriptions he may on
various occasions have felt himself bound to give, from his own
point of view, of their acts.
Your Majesty is pleased to regret that Mr. Gladstone should
repeat the cry against the wealthy and educated classes of the
country.
In what he has said with reference to wealth, rank and station
(rather than education) he is of course open to the effective retort
that in a country now somewhat fully represented he is condemned
by a majority at the polls. On this he will say nothing, but he may
observe that many years ago in a literary controversy with Lord